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trees, rivers of nectar, and goblets of wine, in return for my
life-long adorations; and even should they have been now and
then defective, my belief in You and You alone, with a good
' La Hah ilia Allah ' on my death-bed, ought to be quite suffi-
cient." This is the abridgment, the compendium of orthodox
Islam, when rendered in plain English. And of the ratification
of this pact by the Deity himself, the Muslim is assured by the
heaven-sent promise con veyed in the Goran, " God will assuredly
not pardon the association of others with Him, but He will
pardon whatsoever else to whom Pie wills;" that is, to those
whom His will has directed on the " straight path" of the
true faith.

But ordinary Mahometans might well be surprised to find
here, alongside of the first, a second deadly sin, the sister and
the rival of the former. And why smoking in particular ? The
more so, since (in this system of the universe) whatever man
does, it is God that does it, and consequently smoking is no
less the result of Divine decree and irresistible impulse than
theft or murder.

Here again a summary, if not a satisfactory answer, might be
supplied by ee God has willed it so." And who shall deny the
right of the Autocrat to place guilt where He chooses, and then
to punish it as He chooses ?

Some other reason must, however, be given in ordinary en-
quiry, above all when the question is proposed by one not fully
imbued with the doctrines of the sect. On this ground I pro-
ceeded humbly to entreat 'Abd-el-Kereem to explain to me
the especial wickedness inherent in tobacco leaves, that I might
the more detest and eschew them hereafter. L shall repeat his
arguments, and then add what I myself consider to be a reason
more conclusive on this point in the Wahhabee theory, than any
suggested by 'Abd-elrKeieem himself.

He now proceeded to instruct me, saying that, Firstly, all
intoxicating substances are prohibited by the Goran ; but
tobacco is an intoxicating substance; Ergo, tobacco is pro-
hibited.

I insinuated that it was not intoxicating, and appealed to
experience. But, to my surprise, my friend had experience too
on his side, and had ready at hand the most appalling tales of